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2020 National Electric Code

TDLR will adopt the 2020 NEC as the electrical code for the state of 
Texas and establish it as the “minimum standard” for all electrical work 
in Texas covered by the Act. The proposed effective date is September 
1, 2020.



210.8 Ground-Fault Circuit-Interrupter Protection

Change at a glance:
Revision removes “door” and “doorway” as items the supply cord of an 
appliance connected to the receptacle should not pass through in order 
to satisfy measurement requirements for GFCI protection. 



210.8 Ground-Fault Circuit-Interrupter Protection



210.8 Ground-Fault Circuit-Interrupter Protection



210.8 (A) Dwelling unit GFCI protection



210.8 (A) (11) GFCI Protection at indoor damp 
and wet locations of a Dwelling unit. 



210.8 (F) GFCI Protection in Outdoor Outlets



210.5 Devises not allowed to be Reconditioned

• Change at a glance: 
New section has been added prohibiting GFCI devises, AFCI devices and 
ground-fault protection equipment from being reconditioned. 



210.52(C) Receptacle Outlets for countertop or work surfaces



210.52 (C)(1), (C)(2) and (C)(3) Receptacle in wall 
spaces, island and peninsular countertops and 
work spaces. 



230.67 Surge Devices in Dwelling Units. 



230.85 Emergency Disconnect at a Readily Accessible location



250.64 (B)(2) and (B)(3) Grounding Electrode 
Conductor installation, exposed to physical 
damage. 
• Change at a glance:
Revisions clarify that schedule 80 is required when PVC conduit is used 
for protection from physical damage for a grounding electrode 
conductor



314.27(C) Outlet Boxes for Support of Ceiling-Suspended (Paddle) fan Outlets



406.4 (D) (4), Ex No 1 



406.5 (G)(2) Receptacle mounting under sink



406.9 (c) Receptacle limitations in Bathrooms 



406.12 Tamper-Resistant Receptacles 



422.16 (B) (2) Flexible cords



550.32 Service Equipment, Additional Receptacle



680.4 Inspections after installation



680.21 (c) Motors (Swimming pools, fountains 
and similar Install), GFCI protection



The Texas legislature has passed HB 2858, which sets a model 
code for the construction of pools and spas in the state and 
allows municipalities to adopt and amend the ICC Pool and Spa 
Code in the state to require model standards for building, 
remodeling and repairing pools and spas.

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2858


2021 Code Adoption
Estimated adoption date: February 2021



Water Heater installation



504.2 Vacuum relief valve.
Bottom fed water heaters and bottom fed tanks connected to water heaters shall have a vacuum 
relief valve installed. The vacuum relief valve shall comply with ANSI Z21.22.

https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/2015IPC_ANSI_Z21.22_99_R2003


Expansion Tank 

607.3 Thermal expansion control.
Where a storage water heater is supplied with cold water that passes 
through a check valve, pressure reducing valve or backflow preventer, a 
thermal expansion tank shall be connected to the water heater cold 
water supply pipe at a point that is downstream of all check valves, 
pressure reducing valves and backflow preventers. Thermal expansion 
tanks shall be sized in accordance with the tank manufacturer’s 
instructions and shall be sized such that the pressure in the water 
distribution system shall not exceed that required by Section 604.8.



Expansion Tank Install

Thermal expansion tanks shall be sized and installed in accordance with 
the tank manufacturer’s instructions. 



Expansion Tank Support



Expansion tank inspection



Calibration of Gauges



Accessory Building in Commercial

• Must be site built and meet all requirements set in the International 
Building Codes and the City Ordinance. 



Window Replacement 2015 IECC

R503.1.1.1 Replacement fenestration.
Where some or all of an existing fenestration unit is replaced with a 
new fenestration product, including sash and glazing, the replacement 
fenestration unit shall meet the applicable requirements for U-factor 
and SHGC as provided in Table R402.1.2.



Fence Height requirements

150.34  FENCE HEIGHT.
(A)   Except as provided in division (B) of this section, fences constructed in 
areas zoned “R” shall not exceed six feet in height measured from the 
finished grade. Fences constructed in all other zoned areas shall not exceed 
eight feet in height measured from the finished grade.
(B)   Notwithstanding any contrary provision in this chapter, the Director of 
Planning and Development may approve an overall fence height not to 
exceed eight feet above finished grade in areas zoned “R”. Such authorization 
shall be based on specific proposals that demonstrate superior 
craftsmanship, aesthetic harmony with and enhancement of the streetscape 
and the neighborhood, structural integrity, durability, safety, and overall 
design exceeding the standards under § 150.36.



Fence Height requirements
150.33  PLACEMENT.

(A)   Fences shall be built on property lines to avoid conflicts between property owners. In the event that 
there is a dispute between property owners of the location of a property line, it shall be the responsibility of 
the property owners to resolve the conflict without intervention by the city.

(B)   Any fence built in or across utility easements shall remain the responsibility of the property owner. In the 
event that the fence is constructed on an easement and the fence is subsequently damaged or destroyed 
through the exercise of the rights of the owner of the easement, the repair or replacement of the fence shall 
be the sole responsibility of the property owner.

(C)   On premises five acres or larger in size, fences may be greater than five feet in height. Otherwise, fences 
and gates built in the front yard within the 25-foot building setback, where permitted, shall not exceed five feet 
in height.

(D)   Fences built on a side yard shall be placed on the property line.
(1)   Fences built on a side yard facing a public street may be placed on the property line. When the side 

yard is adjacent to the adjoining property's front yard, the side yard fences may not exceed four feet in height 
unless they are set back to the adjoining properties front yard setback line.

(2)   Any fence in the rear yard of lots that contain a 25-foot building setback in the rear portion of the lot 
shall not exceed four feet in height



Fence Height in side yard



Parking in the Grass Ordinance

This year the City will be proposing a “No Parking in the Grass” 
Ordinance. 



Building Officials Association of Texas



Bluebonnet ICC 



May is Building Safety Month



Contact Information
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